
 

Speaker Bio’s for 2009 ISDRA Meeting 
 
Anna Bjorklund – from Sweden 
We have a special featured speaker from Sweden this year, 
compliments of the Swedish Federation of Sleddog Sports.  Anna 
Bjorklund has been a member of Swedish National Team for many 
years.  She was an IFSS World Champion in 2005 for skijoring, held in 
Dawson City.  Anna holds several Swedish Championships in both 
sled (4-dog) and skijoring/pulka style.  Anna will be sharing with you 
how to prepare yourself and your dog for successful skijoring.  She 
will talk about the type of dog, equipment, and self training. 
 
 
Amy Cooper – from Holmen, Wisconsin 
Amy bought her first dogs in 1996, had has been racing limited sprint (4-dog, 6-dog, and skijoring) since 1997.  Amy 
was the 2005 6-dog ISDRA Bronze medalist, and the 2008 6-dog Gold medalist.  Amy has been bikejoring since 
1996, and dryland racing since 2005.  Amy traveled to Belgium and was the Women’s Veteran Bikejoring Silver 
medalist at the 2005 IFSS Dryland World Championships.  She also took 8th place in the Women’s Senior Bikejoring 
Division at the 2007 IFSS Dryland World Championships in Italy. 
Amy was co-writer and an integral part of a proposal to the ISDRA board which resulted in revisions made in 2006 
to the gig racing rules to have them more adapted to today’s current trends of gig racing, now called Dryland.  Amy 
has been Co-Race Director of the Dirty Dog Dryland Derby in Wisconsin since its inception in 2006, and is currently 
the Co-Chair of the ISDRA Dryland Committee. 
 
 
Lloyd Gilbertson – from Chatham, Michigan 
Lloyd Gilbertson has had sled dogs for over 30 years. Guiding wilderness trips and doing expeditions in the far 
North for the first ten years and racing primarily mid and long distance races for the next 20 years, including 
Iditarod '93 and '94. In recent years Lloyd and Mary have focused on preparing their dogs for Stage Racing and long 
sprints such as Yellowknife. They have developed a training program for preparing a versatile dog team. The 
principals of this program can be applied to most any distance. Lloyd will share in detail this training program and 
discuss how it may be modified and applied to your own training regimen. 
 
Leigh Gilchrist – from Brechin, Ontario, Canada 
Leigh and Susan Gilchrist, of Lokiboden Racing Siberians,  bought their first Siberian in 1973 and started with 
obedience training.  The sire, dam and progeny from their first litter became Leigh’s team.  This team was 
competitive against Alaskan huskies in the area and so the trek to more prestigious races further a field such as 
Saranac Lake, Tupper Lake, New York and Minden, Ontario became the standard.  They have learned from some of 
the best racers; their main mentors were Doc Lombard and Harris Dunlap.  Currently they have 30 Siberian Huskies 
and race 8, 6 and 4 dog classes mainly in Ontario, Canada and Michigan.  
The Gilchrist’s have given seminars in the UK, Scandinavia, Australia, as well as numerous locations in North 
America. They have also published many articles relative to performance in the sport of sled dog racing. Leigh is a 
life member of ISDRA and has spoken at three previous ISDRA meetings.  
 
Dr. Jerry Vanek – from Angus, Minnesota 
Dr. Jerry Vanek has served as a chief or trail veterinarian on some 70 sled dog races since 1992 including the 
Iditarod, Yukon Quest, John Beargrease, CanAm Crown, Race to the Sky, UP 200, Eagle Cap, Grand Portage 
Passage, Great Trail, Empire, Apostle Islands, IFSS World and Junior World Championships, and many sprint races.  
He also has been a race marshal and trail boss.  A former sprint musher, he still drives dogs whenever he can.  In 
1993, Dr. Vanek served as veterinarian on the Mount Vaughn Antarctic Expedition, and in 2007 and 2009, he was a 
veterinarian on the diphtheria Serum Run ’25 from Nenana to Nome.  He is an honorary life member of the North 
Star Sled Dog Club, a recipient of the Maeb Bayers’ Lifetime Achievement in Mushing award, past president and 
charter board member of the International Sled Dog Veterinary Medical Association, and an EMT certified in 
advanced wilderness life support.  Trained in canine physiotherapy and rehabilitation, he is currently completing 
certifications as both a canine rehabilitation practitioner (CCRP) and canine rehabilitation therapist (CCRT).  His 
veterinary practice is limited exclusively to sled dogs and he divides his time between the trails of Alaska and his 
grandfather’s 1881 homestead in the northern Red River Valley.  In his “spare” time he is an adjunct professor of 
cell biology and parasitology at Bemidji State University and he trains firefighters and EMTs to rescue animals in 
emergencies as an instructor through BART—Basic Animal Rescue Training—a FEMA-approved disaster-
preparedness program. 
 

 


